The Environment and International Relations
This exciting new textbook is an invaluable guide for students of global environmental politics from both political science and environmental studies perspectives. It introduces students to the ways in which the theories and tools of International Relations can be used to analyze and address global environmental problems.
Kate O'Neill shows that potential environmental crisis makes global collective action a necessity. She develops an historical and analytical framework for understanding global environmental issues, and identifies the main actors and their roles, allowing students to grasp the core theories and facts about global environmental governance. Consideration is given to how governments, international bodies, scientists, activists and corporations currently address global environmental problems (including climate change, biodiversity loss, ozone depletion, and trade in hazardous wastes), and to how these actors might work more effectively together. This book provides a new and innovative theoretical approach to this area, as well as integrating insights from different disciplines, thereby enabling students to engage with the issues, to equip themselves with the knowledge they need, and to apply their own critical insights.
Features:
Builds an innovative theoretical framework, enabling students to apply the tools of International Relations to environmental issues.
Equips students to consider how international bodies could work more effectively together. 
Themes in International Relations
This new series of textbooks aims to provide students with authoritative surveys of central topics in the study of International Relations. Intended for upper level undergraduates and graduates, the books will be concise, accessible, and comprehensive. Each volume will examine the main theoretical and empirical aspects of the subject concerned, and its relation to wider debates in International Relations, and will also include chapter-by-chapter guides to further reading and discussion questions.
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2009
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge As an undergraduate studying economics I learned about "externalities," "public goods," and other ways that unregulated capitalism leads, in the absence of intervention, to environmental damage -including damage that travels across national borders. I carried these interests on to graduate school and PhD work in political science, without really expecting to be able to study them in the context of an advanced degree in international relations theory. This all changed following the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de Janeiro. The Earth Summit, as it is often called, brought into focus a whole network of international treaties and agreements set up to manage international environmental problems -and proved to be a watershed moment for an emerging academic field of international environmental politics, particularly the study of international cooperation among nation states for global environmental protection. These days, as a professor in an interdisciplinary environmental studies department, and an active participant in the academic field of global environmental politics, I encounter perspectives outside the political science field that explain the deeply pervasive nature of global environmental change and advocate a range of political solutions above and beyond international diplomacy. Today's students were born into a world with serious and widespread environmental challenges, with literally thousands of international agreements, organizations, partnerships, networks, and initiatives attempting to meet these challenges. They also know that many global environmental trends are in the wrong direction, and serious structural and institutional ix changes are likely to be needed in order to address them. There are no optimal solutions to global environmental degradation, and many will be grappling with these problems for decades to come. All who work in the field of international environmental politics face a constant tension between the normative aspects of our work -we do, after all, want to save the world and the world's environment for future generations -and the analytical: the need to understand and explain real-world political dynamics, which often fall short of anyone's ideal. This book is informed by the idea that in order to move forward we must understand the shape and dynamics of the governance systems we have now, and it is inspired by the efforts of my students to marry hope to political realities.
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